
GENERAL HISTORY OF SPAIN (Ancient and Medieval)

2 ECTS (European Credits Transfer System) 

OBJECTIVES

To familiarize students with basic aspects of Spain’s history from Prehistoric times 
up until  the Roman period, looking at the key eras between the Paleolithic and 
Romanization. Students study the historical periods known as Prehistory. Visits will 
be organized to the historic areas of Barcelona to introduce students to the Roman 
and Visigothic cities. 

SYLLABUS (First term)

• Prehistory: Paleolithic and Neolithic. 
• Entering History: colonization and the metal route, Phoenicians and Greeks, 

Tartessos, the Carthaginian empire, consequences of the colonizations. 
• The pre-Roman peoples: social organization, economic structure. 
• The Romanization of the Iberian Peninsula. 
• The fall of the Roman Empire: Sueves, Vandals and Alans in Hispania. 
• The Visigothic Kingdom of Tolosa (418-507). 
• Visigothic Spain. The Kingdom of Toledo: political institutions, law, society, 

economy and culture. 
• Crisis of the Visigothic kingdom: the spread of Islam. 
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ASSESSMENT

A written examination is set at the end of the term, based on one general theme or 
on four specific themes. Students are also encouraged to produce a written paper 
on one  of  the themes studied during the  course,  under  the supervision  of  the 
teacher.
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