
GENERAL HISTORY OF SPAIN (Modern and Contemporary)

2 ECTS (European Credits Transfer System) 

OBJECTIVES

To introduce students to the history of Spain since the unification of the peninsula 
under the Catholic Monarchs (end of the 15th century) until the crisis of the Ancien 
Régime at the end of the 18th century. During this long period Spain was ruled by 
two monarchies – the Habsburg and Bourbons. The course deals with interesting 
periods such as the Empire of Charles V, the Austrias and the Reformation of the 
Bourbons.  Visits  to  the  historical  area  of  Barcelona  will  show  students  the 
beginnings of the modern city 

SYLLABUS (First term)

• The Catholic Monarchs and the unification of the peninsula 
• The Habsburgs and Spanish hegemony in the 16th century: from Charles I’s 

Empire to Philip II’s Spanish Empire (1516-1598) 
• Decline of the Austrias and the crisis of the 17th century: from Philip III to 

Charles II (1598-1700) 
• 18th century Bourbon Reformism: from Philip V to Charles III (1700-1788) 
• The end of the century and the crisis of the absolute monarchy. 
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ASSESSMENT

A written examination is set at the end of the term, based on one general theme or 
on four specific themes. Students are also encouraged to produce a written paper 
on one  of  the themes studied during the  course,  under  the supervision  of  the 
teacher.
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